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SECTION 1.0 

NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

PLAN 

The Elk Valley Rancheria (the “Tribe”) has adopted this Nonpoint Source (“NPS”) Management Program 

Plan (the “Plan”) as part of the EPA Clean Water Act (“CWA”) § 319(h) grant and, as such, will list all 

significant sources of NPS categories and subcategories of pollution and the BMP’s that will be used to 

control specific NPS pollution sources on the Elk Valley Rancheria, California (the “Reservation”) trust 

properties.  Certification of legal authority that the Tribe has the authority to implement a management 

plan has been addressed in Section 1.3 below.  A schedule of the Plan’s annual milestones and Plan 

implementation will be addressed and finally, the Section 319 NPS program will review activities of 

federal agencies to determine if their programs are in compliance with the Plan. 

 

1.1 SUMMARY OF WATER RESOURCES AND THREATS 

As described in this Plan, Reservation waters are potentially impaired from various NPS pollution 

sources.  On the Stary Ranch/Reservation (Figure 1), the NPS pollution categories in ranking of greatest 

concern are: 

 Agriculture (cattle pasturelands)  

 Urban runoff 

 Resource extraction (surface mining)  

 Construction (land development and material disposal)   

 

On Martin Ranch (Figure 2), the NPS pollution categories in ranking of greatest concern are: 

 Wildlife Corridors (Roosevelt Elk herds) 

 Construction (land development and material disposal) 

 

For groundwater, there is a lack of existing data regarding water quality on the Stary and Martin Ranches.  

Further assessment is needed to determine if aforementioned categories have adversely impacted water 

quality. 

 

These NPS pollution categories may result in water quality impairments related to bacteria loading, oils 

and greases and commercial contaminants, erosion and sedimentation of drainages and surface waters, 

and nutrient enrichment.  Sources and causes of these problems vary from cattle grazing near Reservation 

waters to surface mining activities including stockpiling of excavated materials and contamination from 

parking facilities and commercial/Tribal governmental operations.  Each issue will be addressed through 

implementation of the Plan which outlines short-term and long-term Best Management Practices (“BMP”) 

that would be funded by various sources including, but not limited to CWA § 319(h) funding.  
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Implementation the Plan will also provide the framework for selection of best management practices and 

nonpoint source pollution mitigation strategies. 

 

 
Figure 1: Stary Ranch/Reservation Waters 
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Figure 2: Martin Ranch Waters 
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1.2  PURPOSE AND NEED 

The purpose of this Plan is to identify waters on the Reservation that cannot be expected to maintain 

Tribal water quality standards without NPS pollution controls; identify the sources of nonpoint source 

pollution that affect these waters; and describe BMPs to minimize water quality impacts from NPS 

pollution.  Waters on the Reservation are defined by the Tribe as waterways with the potential to be 

identified as waters of the U.S., herein referred to as Reservation waters.   

 

This Plan was prepared, and subsequently revised, to support the Tribal environmental program in 

assessing the effects of NPS pollution on water quality of the Reservation waters.  This Plan and each 

subsequent revision is part of a larger effort to unify Tribal environmental protocol and procedures in 

order to address existing environmental conditions and prevent future degradation of the Tribe’s natural 

environment while meeting Tribal economic development goals.  Submittal of this Plan to the EPA 

ensures the Tribe continues to meet the eligibility requirements for funding under § 319 of the Clean 

Water Act.  Section 319 funding is used to implement NPS pollution prevention programs and implement 

specific NPS BMPs and remediation projects to improve Reservation water quality, providing a benefit to 

the watershed as a whole. 

 

1.3 CERTIFICATION FOR TRIBAL AUTHORITY 

 

The Elk Valley Rancheria, California is a federally recognized Indian tribe located in Crescent City near 

the Pacific Coast in central Del Norte County.  In 1906, one hundred (100) acres of land was purchased 

for "homeless Indians of Del Norte County," formally establishing the reservation at its present location.  

The initial Tribal membership, consisting of displaced Indian people of Tolowa, Hoopa, Karuk and Yurok 

ancestry, organized a tribal government pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934.  In 1958, the 

US Congress officially terminated the Tribe, along with 43 others in California, after the passage of the 

"California Rancheria Act."  In addition to revoking the Tribe's right to self-government and other 

measures, the termination policy divided and transferred reservation properties to individual members, 

requiring the payment of property taxes.  During the period of termination, more than half of the original 

100 acres fell out of Indian ownership.   

 

In the mid-1970s, the Elk Valley Rancheria Indian community joined with other terminated groups in a 

lawsuit against the federal government, arguing against the wrongful withdrawal of federal jurisdiction 

under the 1958 legislation.  In 1983, a Federal District Court judge ruled on this lawsuit, referred to as the 

"Tillie Hardwick Case," restoring the sovereign rights of the Tribe, among other groups, "with the same 

status as they possessed prior to…the California Rancheria Act."  Since the 1983 court ruling, the Tribe 

has initiated actions to reestablish a viable tribal community, resume full governmental authority, and 

actively pursue its primary goal of achieving economic self-sufficiency.  The Tribe is governed by the Elk 

Valley Rancheria, California Tribal Council.  “It shall be the duty of the Tribal Council to govern all the 

people, resources, land, and water reserved to the Tribe in accordance with this Constitution, and under 

such laws as may hereinafter be adopted by the Tribal Council  [Tribal Constitution (Constitution), 

Article IV, §1] .”  The Tribal Council is comprised of nine members, including a Chairperson, Vice-
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Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and five (5) additional Tribal Council members.  The members of the 

Tribal Council are elected to four (4) year terms on a staggered basis.   

 

TRIBAL AUTHORITIES, ORDINANCES, AND CERTIFICATION OF LEGAL AUTHORITY 

The Tribal Council, pursuant to Article V of the Tribal Constitution (Constitution), is expressly 

authorized to exercise several enumerated powers, including, but not limited to:  

 

 License and regulate the conduct of all business activities within tribal jurisdiction (Constitution, 

§ 1(h));  

 Manage, develop, protect and regulate the use of water, minerals, and all other natural resources 

within Tribal jurisdiction (Constitution, § 1(k));  

 Enact laws and codes governing the conduct of individuals and prescribing disciplinary action for 

offenses against the Tribe; to maintain order, to protect the safety and welfare of all persons 

within tribal jurisdiction; and to provide for the enforcement of laws and codes of the Tribe 

(Constitution, § 1(l));  

 Establish tribal courts and administrative bodies, and to provide for the courts’ jurisdiction; 

procedures, and a method for the selection of judges (Constitution, § 1(m)); and  

 Take all actions which are necessary and proper for the exercise of the powers delegated to the 

Tribal Council or to any person or committee under the supervision of the Tribal Council 

(Constitution, § 1(r)).  

 

The Tribal Council is authorized to regulate and to protect natural resources, including but not limited to 

water, within Indian country.  Likewise, the Constitution expressly provides that the Tribal Council may 

take all actions necessary and proper for the exercise of the enumerated powers.  In addition, to the 

expressly enumerated powers contained in the Constitution, Tribal law provides that the “Tribal Attorney 

shall be the official responsible for the prosecution and enforcement of all Tribal ordinances in all courts 

of competent jurisdiction [Ordinance of the Elk Valley Rancheria (Ordinance) #99-36, § 3.02.600].”  

Accordingly, the Tribe can seek, as appropriate, in courts of competent jurisdiction, e.g., federal district 

court, state court, or Tribal court (or its equivalent):  

 

 Civil Enforcement  

 Injunctive Relief  

 Civil Fines; Penalties  

 Criminal Enforcement  

 

The described enforcement mechanisms meet or exceed the authority contained in the Clean Water Act § 

504 as the Tribe maintains and may exercise its rights at law or in equity and may obtain remedies 

pursuant to federal, state and Tribal law.   

 

Therefore, the Tribe has inherent sovereign authority and is presumed to have authority to regulate, 

manage, and protect water resources on Tribal lands.  The Tribe submitted letters to the USEPA dated 
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January 15, 2010, March 12, 2010, and April 9, 2010 affirming that the Tribe exercises jurisdiction over 

the lands and Reservation waters.  The Tribe actually exercises that authority under the Constitution and 

may take appropriate enforcement action pursuant to federal, state, and Tribal law in courts of competent 

jurisdiction.   

 

In August of 2009, the Tribal Council approved Ordinance 09-02, “Elk Valley Rancheria, California 

Cultural Resources Ordinance” (Ordinance).  The Ordinance establishes the process to inventory, 

preserve, protect, and manage Cultural Resources that: perpetuates the culture, traditions, and sovereignty 

of Elk Valley Rancheria; is based on policy, statutory regulation, and research; and is consistent with 

appropriate Tribal economic development, including tourism, marketing, and investment. Described in 

the Ordinance is the Tribal authority and commitment to preserve, protect, and promote Tribal culture and 

heritage, including the management of prehistoric and contemporary cultural sites and materials, which 

are fundamental in the recognition of traditional lifeways, values, and histories of the Tribe. The 

Ordinance further states that these cultural sites and materials include, but are not limited to, trails, 

traditional cultural properties (“TCPs”), those associated with traditional foods and other natural 

resources, other sacred sites as designated by the Tribe, habitations, and historical events and 

personalities. It is recognized that these are an invaluable, irreplaceable, and endangered Tribal resource. 

It is a basic Tribal intent that these resources be protected and preserved with the traditional Tribal 

territorial limits, whether within its current reservation or not. 

 

In April of 2010, the Tribal Council approved Ordinance 2010-02, “Elk Valley Pollution Control 

Ordinance” (Ordinance).  The Ordinance prohibits any person from discharging any pollutant into 

Reservation waters, requires any person that discharges to such waters to contact the Tribal Council 

within 24 hours of any discharge, assigns liability for the clean-up and abatement of such discharge to the 

discharging party, and provides the option for the Tribal Council to bring a civil action against the 

discharger.  In accordance with Tribal authority as discussed above, the Tribal Council declared that it 

wishes to eliminate all discharges of pollutants into Reservation waters, that elimination of such 

discharges is necessary to maintain water quality for consumption and other domestic purposes by 

residences of the reservation, and that the enacting of the Ordinance is an emergency measure to maintain 

the quality of Reservation waters until the Tribal Council can enact a new ordinance comprehensively 

regulation water quality and discharging of pollutants within the reservation boundaries and Tribal 

properties. 

 

The Tribe’s current water quality monitoring program officially began in 2011 with the issuance of a 

grant under CWA § 106.  Accordingly, under the Tribe’s 106 CWA program, the Tribe conducts water 

quality sampling of the Reservation waters under an approved Quality Assurance Project Plan (“QAPP”) 

to establish baseline conditions.  In addition, the original Nonpoint Source Management Plan (Approved 

by EPA on September 22, 2011) was developed in accordance with § 319 of the CWA and associated 

future funding under Section 319, to provide additional data concerning water quality impacts from Tribal 

operations and land uses.  Together, the data obtained under the CWA § 106 and § 319 programs will 
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assist the Tribe in developing a new ordinance that would comprehensively regulate water quality and the 

discharge of pollutants to Reservation waters.   
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SECTION 2.0 

INTRODUCTION 

2.1 OBJECTIVES AND GOALS OF THE PLAN 

This Plan, in conjunction with the Elk Valley Rancheria, California Nonpoint Source Assessment Report, 

determines the need for the implementation of BMPs to reduce NPS pollutant loads to Reservation waters 

over a 5-year period from 2017 to 2022.  Objectives of this Plan are as follows: 

 

Objective 1:   

Develop strategies and activities to increase the health of the Reservation surface and 

groundwater. 

Goal:  Encourage and promote community awareness of the effects and importance of activities 

such as creek cleanups, habitat restoration, erosion control, and other programs to restore the 

health of the Reservation surface and groundwater for all beneficial uses. 

 

Objective 2:   

Determine the most effective BMPs to protect water quality in the future. 

Goal:  Revise existing BMPs that have been found inoperable or unable to be implemented and, 

select and implement BMPs that have a high chance for success for integration into the NPS 

Management Program Plan. 

 

2.2 GEOGRAPHIC EXTENT 

 The geographic extent includes all trust land holdings of the Tribe (Figure 3).   
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Figure 3: Geographic Extent 
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SECTION 3.0 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM SUMMARY 

3.1 MANAGEMENT PROGRAM SUMMARY 

The Environmental Services (“ES”) Department, with concurrence from the Tribal Council, is responsible 

for administering federal water pollution control programs.  For administrating purposes, the ES 

Department reports to the Tribal Council and Tribal Attorney for all business regarding tribal water 

compliance issues.  The ES Department makes preliminary determinations on issues and refers them to 

Tribal Council and the Tribal Attorney for final approval. 

 

Based on the 2011 NPS Management Program Plan, a NPS Task Force was established consisting of key 

ES Department personal.  However, due to staff turnover, a new NPS Task Force will be required to 

implement this updated Plan.  The new task force will meet annually to review project proposals and 

make recommendations to the Tribal Council.  After approval of this Plan by the EPA, a new NPS 

Coordinator will be selected from the ES Department staff to oversee future NPS activities.  This Plan has 

two components: 

 The General Management Program includes administration and monitoring progress. 

 The Specific Management Programs for agriculture (pasture lands), resource extraction (surface 

mining), construction (land development and material disposal), and urbanization and commercial 

operations identify BMP’s, prioritize impaired streams, and propose demonstration projects to 

implement BMP’s.  Milestones have been established for each management program, which 

describe project accomplishments, which should be achieved by specified target date (Table 1). 

 

3.2 ADMINISTRATION 

Administration includes coordinating the overall General Management Program, the Specific 

Management Programs for agriculture (pasture lands), resource extraction (surface mining), construction 

(land development and material disposal), and urbanization and commercial operations; providing 

interagency coordination; periodically updating the overall plan; and obtaining the necessary funding for 

programs.  The NPS Pollution Coordinator will be responsible for these activities, assisted by the NPS 

Task Force and the Tribal Council. 

 

3.3 MONITORING 

Knowledge of NPS pollution problems on the Reservation will continue to be expanded through a 

combination of evaluation studies and professional judgment.  Much of the information will be gathered 

under the Tribe’s Water Quality Monitoring Program funded under CWA § 106.  Sampling will be 
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conducted after approval of the Tribe’s QAPP.  The data will be utilized to determine appropriate source-

specific BMPs for NPS pollution. 

 

TABLE 1 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM MILESTONES 

ACTIVITIES OUTPUT ENDYEAR 

Submit final NPS Management/Assessment 
Plans to EPA. 

Final Assessment October 1, 2017 

Request 319 Grant from EPA for 
implementation of Management Plan. 

Grant 
Application 

October 1, 2017 

Due to staff turnover, appoint a new NPS 
Task Force and convene to review program 

plans and milestones. 
2 meetings September 2017 

Submit bi-annual Progress Reports. 2 per yr Bi-annual 

Update Management Plan as needed 
review with NPS Coordinator, Task 

Force and Tribal Council. 
Varies 2022 

Convene NPS Task Force to review 
Projects and program and set priorities for 

next fiscal year. 
1 meeting July 1, 2018 

Incorporate priorities into work plan 
for NPS program and submit 

to funding agencies (Tribe, NRCS, 
USGS, BIA, EPA). 

Ongoing 
Beginning 

September 2018 

Submit Annual Report to EPA. Annual Report November 2018 

 

3.4 MANAGEMENT PROGRAM APPROACH 

The Plan will employ a watershed based approach in implementing NPS management strategies.  That is, 

the Plan will be hydrologically defined by the Smith River watershed, yet geographically focused on the 

Reservation waters that lie within the watershed extent.  As such, the Plan will be largely community 

based, meaning that the scope will be limited to the Reservation and its community members.  However, 

since the Reservation is adjacent to State and National Parks, Fish and Wildlife, and the County of Del 

Norte, stakeholder involvement will include these agencies.  

 

The Plan’s approach will also strategically address the water resources goals of maintain or improving 

water quality based on sound science and the use of adaptive management.  The former will incorporate 

not only the water quality monitoring results of the Tribe’s CWA § 106 Program, but will also consider 

the results of other organizations that upload information into the EPA STORET data warehouse for the 

Smith River watershed. 

 

The latter, or adaptive management approach will monitor the systemic implementation of the NPS 

Management Plan over time in order to reduce the uncertainty of BMPs within the Plan while 

simultaneously guiding future management improvement.  Here, the idea is to meet current management 

objectives, yet be flexible enough identify and modify subsequent management practices. 
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3.5 INCORPORATING LOCAL EXPERTISE 

The Tribe’s relationship with Redwood National and State Parks as well as Fish and Wildlife will provide 

access to expert knowledge of nonpoint source pollution issues that affect these agencies.  Since the 

geography of the Parks and Fish and Wildlife are similar to that of the Reservation, Tribal environmental 

staff responsible for nonpoint source control will maintain ties to local agency managers that are in charge 

of planning and development for assistance with nonpoint source pollution issues. 

  

In addition to the Parks and Fish and Wildlife, the Tribe has been working with local National Resources 

Conservation Service (“NRCS”) offices in order to seek funding for a problematic culvert that is 

contributing to road degradation and erosion concerns on Tribal land.  Unfortunately, due to staff turnover 

at the local NRCS office, this particular project has been stalled. However, as of March 2017, temporary 

staff at NRCS have refiled the funding request on behalf of the Tribe. 

 

Further expertise is available to the Tribe in the form of local for-profit businesses that have assisted in 

various capacities in the past.  These businesses include engineers, wildlife experts, road restoration 

services and general contractors.  As with all solicitation and use of private business services, the Tribe 

will follow procedures as outlined in the Elk Valley Rancheria Procurement Policy. 
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SECTION 4.0 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

4.1  BMPS IDENTIFIED TO CONTROL SPECIFIC NONPOINT SOURCES 

Utilization of BMPs as they apply to the Plan is voluntary and success of the program will depend upon 

cooperation between NPS project coordinators and operators such as ranchers, residents, or any other 

groups or individuals whose NPS activities contribute to the degradation of Reservation waters.  Cost 

share programs may be available to help pay for the cost of applying BMPs but ranchers may be unable to 

provide matching funds.  The CWA § 319 programs offer incentives to operators to implement BMPs and 

in cases of need; Tribal sources may be used to augment the implementation of BMPs. 

 

There are many different sources for BMPs.  Cooperating agencies may also need to develop new BMPs 

if the current ones do not solve specific problems.  BMPs selected for this Plan were identified from 

USEPA and the NRCS resources. 

 

4.2 BMPS 

In order to implement an effective, comprehensive NPS management program, all sources of pollution 

must be addressed in a manner which provides alternatives and flexibility.  This document is designed to 

present a proposed strategy with flexibility in management and implementation.  The goal and tasks 

outlined can be utilized, altered, and prioritized to protect and restore water quality. 

 

CATEGORIES OF NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 

Within the NPS Assessment Report, the Tribe identified categories of NPS pollution on the Rancheria 

that are likely impacting water quality, as shown below.  The Tribe then ranked the identified categories 

of NPS pollution based on the percentage of Reservation waters potentially impaired from each category 

as follows: 

 

 Agriculture (Pasture Land), Impairment Ranking = 22% of Reservation waters impaired. 

 Urban runoff (Surface Runoff), Impairment Ranking = 22% of Reservation waters impaired. 

 Resource Extraction (Surface Mining), Impairment Ranking = 5% of Reservation waters 

impaired. 

 Construction (Roadway, Land Development, Construction Debris), Impairment Ranking = 5% of 

Reservation waters impaired. 
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AGRICULTURE (PASTURE LANDS), IMPAIRMENT RANKING = 22% OF RESERVATION SURFACE WATERS 

IMPAIRED, 10% OF RANCHERIA GROUNDWATER IMPAIRED. 

GOAL: Reduce contamination of Tribal waters by microorganisms from pasture lands. 

Short-Term Task A-1: Noxious Weeds and Invasive Species. 

The NPS Task Force will initiate an assessment of noxious weeds and invasive species within 

Reservation waters that may be inhibiting corresponding hydrologic and filtering capacities.  The 

assessment shall include recommendations for not only removal of such noxious weeds and invasive 

species, but also a vegetative restoration plan to ensure establishment of native species or species that 

facilitate water flow and filtering to improve surface water quality.  Infestations of Tansy Ragwort, 

Scotch Broom and Himalayan Blackberry amount to approximately 30 acres on the Martin and Stary 

Ranch properties.  Due to restrictions on herbicide use on the Reservation, the ES Department enlists the 

services of the nearby Alder Conservation Camp crews for mechanical removal of the invasive weeds.  

Success or failure of the this task will be based on two measurements: (1) Visual inspection/ground-

truthing of current noxious weed acreage as compared to past seasons, and (2) the weight of pulled weeds 

deposited at the local transfer station.  The anticipation is that infested acreage and recorded weights 

should decrease each year this task is implemented.  This short term task should be repeated for every 

five-year revision cycle of the Plan. 

 

Short-Term Task A-2: Pasture Storm Water Management. 

The NPS Task Force will assess the pasture lands on the Stary Ranch that are adjacent to and up slope of 

Reservation waters.  These agriculture sites add large amounts of animal wastes to Reservation waters 

during runoff events which can result in water polluted with high bacterial contamination.  The Tribe will 

work with land owners and ranchers to establish runoff controls to prevent animal waste containing storm 

water runoff from reaching Reservation waters and drainages.  Runoff and erosion from pastures should 

be routed through grass filter strips to remove sediment, nutrients, and bacteria.  If land is available, catch 

basins can be used to contain manure-contaminated water from pasture lands.  The water collected in 

catch basins can be land-applied or further treated by running through vegetative filter strips.  Success or 

failure of this task can be monitored via regular quarterly bacteria sampling events of the impacted 

streams as scheduled in the Tribe’s CWA § 106 Program as implemented by the ES Department.      

 

Long-Term Task A-3: Pasture Land Use. 

Working with the cattle rancher on Stary Ranch, the NPS Task Force shall review options to relocate 

cattle to areas with adequate open space and grazing land to facilitate development of catch basins with 

appropriate vegetative filter strips to facilitate water quality improvement on the Reservation (should 

catch basins not be viable under Short-Term Task A-1).  Size and location of the potential catch basins 

and filter strips have yet to be determined.  In addition to cataloging basins and strips, success or failure 

of this task can be monitored via regular quarterly bacteria sampling events of the impacted streams as 

scheduled in the Tribe’s CWA § 106 Program as implemented by the ES Department.      
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The Martin Ranch is planned for development in the near future.  The cattle have been removed from the 

parcel thereby improving water quality as shown in bacteria tests taken since August, 2015. 

 

Long-Term Task A-4: Assess Groundwater Conditions. 

The NPS Task Force shall develop a groundwater monitoring program under the Tribe’s CWA § 106 

Program to determine if pasture lands have adversely impacted groundwater quality.  In addition, the NPS 

Task Force will apply for source water assessment and protection funding and determine the feasibility of 

establishing a wellhead protection program and associated protection areas which would limit land uses 

around wells utilized or that have the potential to be utilized for potable water supplies.  If such 

determinations are made and the funding is received, this Plan will be revised to include the results of the 

groundwater monitoring and findings of the wellhead protection program and include management 

protocols to improve groundwater quality.  As of this revision, the Tribe’s current CWA § 106 QAPP 

document is being revised to include regular monitoring of the seven (7) groundwater wells located on the 

Reservation.  The testing and results of the quarterly monitoring will be documented by the ES 

Department and will guide future decision making for groundwater well use and protection as well as 

future updates of this Plan.    

 

URBAN RUNOFF, IMPAIRMENT RANKING = 22% OF RESERVATION WATERS IMPAIRED. 

GOAL: Reduce impacts from runoff at urbanized centers that feed pollutants and sediment into 

Reservation waters. 

Short-Term Task UR-1: Solid Waste Management. 

The NPS Task Force will work with Elk Valley Casino and operators of the Head Start Program to install 

secondary containment/treatment at solid waste storage areas.  Examples of containment/treatment 

mechanisms include constructing barriers such as curbs or trenches to control and redirect runoff; wattles, 

rain gardens or other vegetative structures designed to catch and filter runoff, and; pending funding  from 

a GAP or other solid waste grant funding source, installing trash compaction equipment that would allow 

for scheduled control of solid waste runoff.  Size, number and location of containment/treatment 

mechanisms will be determined by the NPS Task Force and will be used to determine the relative success 

of failure of the effectiveness of this task.           

 

Short-Term Task UR-2: Parking Runoff Management. 

The NPS Task Force will continue to work with Elk Valley Casino and Tribal staff to install BMPs near 

drainages that receive runoff from parking areas.  These would include the 

installation/maintenance/development of wattles and vegetated strips to treat and slow runoff from 

parking lots.  The size, number and location of parking runoff management BMPs will be cataloged by 

the ES Department and will be used to determine the relative success of failure of the effectiveness of this 

task (Figure 4). 

 

 

 

 



 

March 2017 18  Elk Valley Rancheria, California 

AES NPSMP, Revision Number 1 

     

Figure 4: Runoff Management Locations 
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Long-Term Task UR-3: Stabilize Unpaved Roadways and Pathways. 

The NPS Task Force will implement/coordinate projects to stabilize unpaved roads on Tribal lands by 

implementing stabilization BMPs.  Stabilization BMPs may include a mixture of the following: 

 For frequently used unpaved roadways, provided tracking control at the egress points from the 

unpaved roadways to the paved roadways.  Typical tracking control includes the placement of 

aggregate roughly 3 to 6 inches in diameter at a depth of at least one foot over geotextile fabrix.  

The tracking length should allow adequate tire contact time to remove sediment build up on 

vehicle tires leaving the unpaved roadways. 

 Preserve and maintain a proper road crown for good drainage.  Free water cannot be allowed to 

stand in ruts or potholes or it will soak into the surface. 

 Keep the road surface tight with regular grading. 

 Maintain natural buffers and drainage.  Stable and well-vegetated drainage areas should be 

preserved. The natural buffer between the road and waterway or wetland helps reduce the 

velocity of runoff and removes some of its sediments. 

 Ensure that ditches and swales are properly lined to prevent erosion. Ditches work by controlling, 

slowing, and filtering road runoff through vegetation or rock lining. 

 Avoid slopes steeper than 2H:1V unless stabilization methods are employed.  A stable ditch or 

swale will not become an erosion problem. 

 Inspect culverts on a regular basis.  Properly sized and installed culverts can reduce erosion by 

controlling the volume and velocity of discharges. 

 Protect inlets and outlets by marking their location, stabilizing entry and exit zones, and 

maintaining ditch linings to prevent erosion. 

 Water should outlet to areas with moderate slopes and vegetative buffers before entering surface 

waters.  This type of outlet, often referred to as daylighting, allows most sediments and other 

pollutants to be removed before runoff enters surface waters. 

 Install diversions at all pipes, culverts, and swales where water velocity may cause erosion. 

 Design and size outlet protection for anticipated water velocities. 

 Maintain as much natural vegetation as possible.  Vegetation absorbs water, reducing the amount 

of storm water the road drainage system must handle.  Extra care should be taken to protect large 

trees during roadwork because their roots hold soil in place. 

 

4.3 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

The implementation of the following schedule (Table 2) depends on the approval by the EPA and also 

that funding is available pursuant to § 319 of the CWA.  The NPS Task Force and Tribal Council reserves 

the right to alter or modify this schedule based on immediate needs and resources available. 
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TABLE 2 

NPS IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE (FISCAL YEAR) 

Task Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

SHORT-TERM TASK A-1:  

Noxious Weeds and Invasive Species 

X X    

SHORT-TERM TASK A-2:  

Pasture storm water management. 

X X    

LONG-TERM TASK A-3:  

Pasture land use. 

   X X 

LONG-TERM TASK A-4:  

Assess groundwater conditions. 

 X X X X 

SHORT-TERM TASK UR-1:  

Solid Waste Management. 

 X    

SHORT-TERM TASK UR-2:  

Parking Runoff Management. 

  X   

LONG-TERM TASK UR-3:  

Stabilize unpaved roads. 

    X 
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SECTION 6.0  

APPENDICES 
 

6.1    ACRONYMS 
 

AES – Analytical Environmental Services 

 

amsl – Above Mean Sea Level 

 

BMPs – Best Management Practices 

 

Constitution – Elk Valley Rancheria Tribal Constitution 

 

CWA – Clean Water Act 

 

DCP – 1,2–Dichloropropane 

 

DWR – Department of Water Resources 

 

gpm – Gallons per Minute 

 

HUC – USGS Hydrologic Unit Code 

 

IHS – Indian Health Services 

 

LPG – Liquid Propane Gas 

 

MCLs – Maximum Contaminant Levels 

 

mg/l – Milligrams per Liter 

 

 

MW – Monitoring Well 

 

NCRWQCB – North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 

ng/l – Nanograms per Liter 

 

NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

 

NPS – Nonpoint Source 

 

NRCS – Natural Resource Conservation Service 

 

Ordinance – Ordinance of the Elk Valley Rancheria #99-36, § 3.02.600 

 

PCP – pentachlorophenol  

 

PC Ordinance – Elk Valley Pollution Control Ordinance   
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ppb – Parts per Billions 

 

QAPP – Quality Assurance Project Plan 

 

Rancheria – Elk Valley Rancheria 

 

SWPP Ordinance – Storm Water Pollution Prevention and Best Management Practices Ordinance 

 

SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board 

 

TAS – Treatment as a State 

 

g/l – Micrograms per Liter 

 

USEPA – United States Environmental Protection Agency 

 

USGS – United States Geological Survey 

 

VOCs – Volatile Organic Compounds 

 

 

6.2 PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT 

NPS pollution is a community-wide issue and successful implementation of a Tribal management 

program will rely upon relationships between Tribal and non-Tribal community members.  Therefore, the 

Tribe is seeking public input on this NPS Management Program Plan.  Accordingly, the Tribe released 

this NPS Management Program Plan to community members within and adjacent to the Reservation 

boundaries for a 30-day review and comment period.  This Report was published for public comment on 

September 22, 2015.  No comments were received. 

 
Public Notice 

 

The Elk Valley Rancheria, California, a federally recognized Indian tribe, hereby provides notice that it is preparing 

a revision of its Nonpoint Source Assessment Report and Management Program Plan (“NPSMMP”).  

 

The NPSMMP will direct all future nonpoint source pollution prevention actions on land held in trust for the benefit 

of the Tribe, including but not limited to the Stary Ranch (1275 Elk Valley Road) and Martin Ranch (1100 Humboldt 

Road) in Crescent City, California.  Federal actions associated with this NPSMMP would be the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency’s approval of the final NPSMMP and authorization of, and issuance of funds for, 

projects described in the proposed NPSMMP.  

 

The NPSMMP is available for review at the Elk Valley Rancheria, California office from September 22, 2015 

through October 23, 2015 during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  It is 

also available on the internet at www.elk-valley.com 

 

Public comments and input regarding the proposed actions can be submitted within 30 days of this published notice 

to the contact below. Late comments cannot be accepted. 

 



 

March 2017 25  Elk Valley Rancheria, California 

AES NPSMP, Revision Number 1 

Rob Jacob  

Environmental Services Coordinator 

2332 Howland Hill Road 

Crescent City, CA 95531 

T: 707-464-4680 

E-mail: rjacob@elk-valley.com 

 

Written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. on October 23, 2015.  

  

Any person requiring special assistance in review of the NPSMMP or making comment on the NPSMMP may 

request assistance from the receptionist where the NPSMMP is obtained and assistance will be provided as 

reasonably necessary to accommodate any disability. 

 

 

Published on September 22, 2015. 
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