
 
 

Our everyday activities have a big impact on 
our water quality. Here is what you can do to 
prevent NPS pollution: 

• Keep litter, pet waste, leaves and debris out
of street gutters and storm drains—these
outlets drain directly to lakes, streams, rivers
and wetlands.

• Apply lawn and garden chemicals sparingly
and according to directions.

• Dispose of used oil, antifreeze, paints and
other household chemicals properly—not in
storm sewers or drains.

• Clean up spilled brake fluid, oil, grease and
antifreeze. Avoid hosing them into the street
where they can eventually reach local
streams and lakes.

• Control soil erosion on your property by
planting ground cover and stabilizing erosion-
prone areas.

• Encourage local government officials to
develop construction erosion and sediment
control ordinances in your community.

• Have your septic system inspected and
pumped, at a minimum every three to five
years, so that it operates properly.

• Purchase household detergents and cleaners
that are low in phosphorous to reduce the
amount of nutrients discharged into our
lakes, streams and coastal waters.

(common example of nonpoint source pollution) 
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Purpose: The surface waters on Elk Valley 
Rancheria Tribal lands are important for the 
cultural and economic viability of the Tribe. The 
Tribes surface waters have yet to be assessed for 
quality and evaluated for potential sources of 
contamination. The Tribe is concerned about the 
effect present land use (e.g., septic systems, 
livestock, agriculture, non-point source pollutants, 
etc.) may have on EVR. Since EVR is integral to the 
Tribe’s cultural and economic life, current or 
potential future impairment of the surface waters 
need to be identified. The surface waters 
monitoring and sampling program is under way in 
order to provide a baseline of the current surface 
water conditions. The long term use of the surface 
water monitoring data will provide information to 
help the Tribe establish water quality standards 
and other Tribal regulations and ordinances for the 
Rancheria. 
 
Collaboration: Several site visits from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) have highlighted areas 
of concern for water quality issues. These include fencing and trough projects as part of a pastureland program 
designed to control livestock and inhibit their access to surface water. In response to these concerns, several wells 
have been established and are considered to be trough stations so that existing livestock will have access to fresh 
water, thus minimizing their need to venture into the streams. Because these surface waters ultimately reach the 
Pacific Ocean by way of Elk Creek and the Crescent City Marsh Wildlife Area, there are a number of interested 
stakeholders in addition to the Tribe and its members. They include the aforementioned Marsh Wildlife Area, the 
City of Crescent City, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, California State Parks, the County of Del 
Norte and the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  

 
Design: A total of eight locations will be initially sampled for the surface waters monitoring and sampling 
program. The samples are proposed to be collected at the upstream and downstream locations for each of the 
three perennial streams identified which pass through Tribal lands. Samples are anticipated to be collected in 
October, January, April, and July of each calendar year over a 5-year period. As water quality data is gathered and 
analyzed, sampling sites and other parameters may be added or removed from the program if sampling results 
indicate the site is no longer of concern or if new land uses develop after the monitoring program begins. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Nonpoint Source Pollution: Nonpoint Source 
Pollution (NPS) is polluted runoff that is caused 
by rainfall and snowmelt moving over and 
through the ground. This process picks up and 
carries with it natural and human-made 
pollutants, depositing them into lakes, rivers, 
wetlands, coastal waters, and even our 
underground sources of drinking water. Most 
pollution enters our water bodies via storm 
drains which do not lead to a sewage 
treatment facility, and instead drain directly 
into our rivers and Oceans. The primary cause 
of NPS pollution is agricultural activities. NPS is 
the leading cause of water pollution in the US.   
 
Water pollution prevention and control 
measures are critical to improving water quality 
and reducing the need for costly wastewater 
and drinking water treatment. Because water 
pollution can come from many different 
sources, a variety of pollution prevention and 
control measures are needed. 
 

  Nonpoint Source Pollution can Include: 
• Excess fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides 

from agricultural lands and residential areas 
• Oil, grease and toxic chemicals from urban 

runoff and energy production 
• Sediment from improperly managed 

construction sites, crop and forest lands, and 
eroding stream banks 

• Salt from irrigation practices and acid 
drainage from abandoned mines 

• Bacteria and nutrients from livestock, pet 
wastes and faulty septic systems 

• Atmospheric deposition and 
hydromodification 
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